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Introduction

Home Education is described as parents’ decisions to provide education for their children at
a setting other than school.
Learning may take place in a variety of locations (other than schools) including the family
home; some parents may choose to engage an education professional to provide a suitable
education, but there is no requirement for them to do so.
Parents may decide to exercise their rights to educate their children at home for a variety of
reasons.
The reasons for choosing home education as an option should not have any bearing on the
treatment of families. The focus of the local authority and its partners should be the
provision of suitable education and the protection and safeguarding of vulnerable children.
Enfield Safeguarding Children Board (ESCB) believes that:
•
•
•
•

All children have a right to education that is appropriate to their age ability and aptitude,
including any SEN.
Parents are responsible for ensuring that their children are properly educated and the
Board respects their right to choose to educate their child at home according to their
philosophical, ideological or religious views and beliefs.
The decision by parents or carers to educate their children at home is not taken lightly
as the education of a child at home demands a serious commitment of time, patience,
energy and the ability to provide appropriate resources.
The ESCB endorses the Council, via the Schools and Children’s Services (SCS)
engagement with parents /carers to work in partnership with them, this will involve
making informal enquires.

The Children Schools and Families bill currently going through parliament is aimed at;
strengthening the powers of local authorities and others with regards to registration,
inspection and intervention in home education arrangements. This may mean that the
protocol will require revision in due course.
2.

The Purpose of the protocol

The purpose of this ESCB protocol is to give clear guidance regarding the process and
procedures for providing suitable education and protection of children whose parents have
decided to exercise their rights to home educate their child/ren.
This protocol supports the objectives of Enfield Children’s Trust which is a partnership,
bringing together key organisations (Health Services, Enfield Council, Police, Voluntary and
Community groups, Schools, Learning Skills Council) so they can work together to promote
better life experiences and outcomes for children and young people in Enfield.
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Audience

The document is for:
• All members of the Enfield Safeguarding Children Board
• Schools
• Agencies and organisations working with children and families
• Children and their parents/carers
4.

The Law Relating to Home Education

4.1
The Children Act 2004 section 11 (2) places a statutory duty on key people and
bodies to make arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.
Local authorities have a duty under section 175 (1) of the Education Act 2002 to safeguard
and promote the welfare of children. However Section 175 (1) (and S157 for private
schools) does not give local authorities powers to enter the homes of, or otherwise see,
children for the purposes of monitoring the provision of home education. If there are
concerns a child may be at risk of harm, a referral should be made to Social Care for them
to consider an investigation under Section 47 of the 1989 Children Act.
Statutory guidance defines safeguarding and promoting welfare of children as;
• Protecting children from maltreatment
• Preventing impairment of children’s health or development
• Ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of
safe and effective care
• Undertaking that role so as to enable those children to have optimum life chances and
enter adulthood successfully
•

Being satisfied that a child is not experiencing significant harm or is not at risk of
experiencing ongoing significant harm

The guidance also recognises that; ‘Responsibility for safeguarding children who are
educated at home by their parents… are not solely education issues. These matters are
best dealt with by multi-agency approach and should be addressed in locally agreed
procedures…’1
In accordance to principles set out in Working Together to Safeguard Children and in line
with the Enfield Safeguarding Children Board and Enfield Children’s Trust’s vision, the
Elective Home Education (EHE) team will work with health and Social Care professionals to
promote and safeguard the welfare of home educated children.

4.2

Children’s Rights

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), December
1991 secures a range of special protection measures and assistance for
children 2;
1

Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education (Came into force 1 January 2007)

2

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), December 1991 (Came into force
in the UK on 15 January 1992)
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•
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access to services such as education and health care
develop their personalities, abilities and talents to the fullest potential
grow up in an environment of happiness, love and understanding
be informed about and participate in achieving their rights in an accessible
and active manner.

4.3

Parent’s Rights and Duties

4.3.1

Parental Rights

The rights of a parent to choose home education as a means of instruction for their child is
enshrined in law.
Section 9 of the Education Act 1996
Article 2 of Protocol 1 of the European Convention on Human Rights
4.3.2

Duty to provide suitable education

Parents are currently not required to register or seek approval from the local authority to
educate their children at home. They have a legal duty to inform the school in writing of their
intention to electively home educate their child/ren. Parents must be prepared to assume
full financial responsibility, and are able to provide an education that is;
• Efficient
• Full time
• Suitable to the age and ability of the child
• Suitable to any special education needs the child may have
Section 7 of the Education Act 1996
There are no legal requirements for parents of home-educated children to:
• Teach the national curriculum
• Have a set timetable
• Have premises equipped to a particular standard
• Have set hours of instruction
• Make detailed plans in advance
• Observe any school hours, days or terms
• Give formal lessons
• Mark work done by child
• Formally assess progress or set development objectives
• Match age-specific standards
• Enter children for public exams
Legislation is not prescriptive and gives parents a lot of freedom to determine the scope of
education provided. However case law has provided some clarity in the interpretation of
some of the above concepts. This entails that parents have to have some kind of
framework, philosophy or approach for the education they are providing.
‘Efficient’ education should be one which is judged to be realistic and therefore achievable
by the child.
Author: SK / JAK

Page 3

Date: May 2010

Enfield Safeguarding Children Board

Elective Home Education Protocol

‘Suitable’ education is one, which ‘primarily equips a child for life within the community of
which they are a member rather than the way of life in the country as a whole, as long as it
does not foreclose the child’s options in later years to adopt some other form of life if he
chooses to do so’ 3
Education is also determined to be suitable ‘if, and only if, the education being provided is
such as;
(i)
to prepare the child for life in modern, civilized society and
(ii)
to enable the child to achieve his full potential 4
There is no legal definition of what constitutes ‘full-time’ education in this context
as measuring the amount of contact in the same way as in school setting is not
relevant, due to nature of contact in the home education setting.
When parents elect to home educate they assume full financial responsibility for their child’s
education, including any costs for tuition and public exams. Parents would also be
responsible for ensuring the suitability (including CRB checks) of any other adults they
involve in their child’s education.
4.3.3

Duty to notify school

If a parent wants to remove a child from the school roll in order to home educate they will
need to go through the deregistration process. This involves writing to the head teacher or
proprietor of the school in accordance to the Education (Pupil Registration) Regulation 8,
2006.
Please note: If a parent does not inform the Headteacher in writing a child will remain on roll
and the parent may be liable to prosecution for non-school attendance.
4.4

Local Authority’s Duty

4.4.1

Duty to ensure that children are receiving suitable education

Local authorities have a statutory duty under section 436A of the Education Act 1996, inserted by
the Education and Inspections Act 2006, to identify children in their area who are not receiving
suitable education, so far as it is possible to do so. Local authorities currently have no statutory
duties in relation to monitoring the quality of home education unless it appears that parents are not
providing suitable education.
However the local authority has power to intervene if it is not satisfied that parents are
providing a suitable education.
In Enfield the main objectives of the local authority and its Children’s Trust partners is to
provide holistic services to enable every child to attain Every Child Matters (ECM)
objectives. Where there are any difficulties with home education arrangements the main
objective of any intervention is to resolve difficulties through multi-agency procedures.

3

Mr Justice Woolf, R v Secretary of State for Education and Science, ex parte Talmud Torah Machzikei Hadass
Achool Trust (1985)
4
Harrsion & Harrison v Stevenson, Worcester Crown Court (1981)
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The LA will maintain its voluntary registration scheme, locally administered by the EHE
team, for all children of statutory school age, who are, or become, electively home
educated.
4.4.2

Duty to intervene

The Education Welfare Service (EWS) on behalf of the LA has the statutory duty to
intervene when a child is not registered at a school and the LA is not satisfied that he/she is
receiving a satisfactory education. The LA may apply for a School Attendance Order (SAO)
under Section 443 of the Education Act 1996.
The issuing of a School Attendance Order is normally a last resort action; the main
emphasis of the local authority’s involvement is to support parents in adequately
discharging their duty to provide efficient and effective education to their child. To this effect
the EHE team will work with the family and any other relevant agencies to resolve
difficulties.
An Education Supervision Order (ESO) might be considered in the place of an SAO. ESO is
an order that remains effective for a year enabling an Education Welfare Officer and Social
Worker to advise, assist and support both the child and the parent. This can be an effective
way of supporting parents who may be finding it difficult to respond to the LA’s concerns.
All children found in public places during school hours are subject to truancy sweeps. The
officers taking part in sweeps should be aware of the circumstances of electively home
educated children and understand that these children are not required to be at school. No
further action should be taken where children indicate that they are home educated, unless
further enquiries, including cross checking with the list of children who are known to the
local authority as being home educated, reveals otherwise or there are other concerns
regarding welfare or wellbeing of the child.
4.5

Head teacher’s Duty

It is the duty of the head teacher to inform the LA within 10 school days when a parent has
confirmed in writing his or her decision to educate his or her child otherwise than at school.
The pupil’s name will be deleted from the register after 20 days and recorded on a register
kept by admissions services, who update child protection nurses team of the circumstances.
The head teacher should also transfer all records to the EHE team.
Under the Education (Pupil Registration) Regulation 9 (2) 1996 If a child attends a special
school then his/her name cannot be removed from roll until the LA gives permission –
confirming that the child’s special educational needs are being addressed.
4.6

Children with a statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Parents’ right to educate their child at home applies equally where that child has special
educational needs (SEN). However there are often additional considerations that should be
addressed.
Local authorities have a duty to monitor statements of special educational needs and to
ensure that the education provided is suitable and meets the child’s special educational
needs.

Author: SK / JAK

Page 5

Date: May 2010

Enfield Safeguarding Children Board

Elective Home Education Protocol

The LA will regard the move to home education as a trigger to conduct a review and satisfy
itself that the potentially changed complexity of education provided at home still constitutes
a suitable education. The statement will then be revised accordingly to set out that the
parent has made their own arrangements under section 7 of the Education Act 1996. It will
then ensure that an annual review of the Statement is conducted as required by law.
However, if the parents’ arrangements for the education of their child at home fall short of
meeting the child’s needs, and hence the parents are not making suitable arrangements,
the LA should look to arrange the provision in the statement. In some cases a combination
of provision by parents and the LA may best meet the child’s needs.
In the case of home educated children there is no requirement to state the name of a school
to be provided in the statement. The statement should state that: ‘parents have made their
own arrangements under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996’ and specify any provision
that the LA have agreed to make to help parents provide suitable education for their child at
home.

5.

The duties of professionals working with home educated children in Enfield

5.1

Education Services

In Enfield Elective Home Education (EHE) falls within the remit of the Admissions Service’s
Elective Home Education Team (EHET), with the exception of children with a statement of
special educational needs (SEN). The team provides;
• A register of children being electively home educated.
• Pack containing EHE guidance, parental education plan, Library Service Information
Pack and a health entitlement leaflet (see appendix i)
• An initial visit by Home Education Advisory Teacher 6 weeks after registration, including
the delivery and introduction of the health assessment forms
• Complete a report summarising the outcomes of the visit findings (a copy will be sent to
parents)
• Will inform the Designated Nurse Consultant if a parent has chosen the elective home
education arrangement for their child
• Will inform Children’s Social Care, via the Education Lead Officer for Child
Protection/Safeguarding
• Provide a minimum of one follow up visit annually, with the aim of at least 2 visits and
with additional opportunities for more contact during the year, arranged according to
need and concern
• The Elective Home Education team will give reasonable warning of intended visit to the
home educators
• Provide information/introduction to the Youth and Connexions Service for Key Stage 4
students for possible work experience placements and advice and assistance with
college applications
• Offer advice on Key Stage 4 exam entry
If there are concerns, the service makes every effort to facilitate a return to school by
working with parents and schools.
Where there are safeguarding / child protection concerns, a referral will be made to the
Intake and Assessment Team.
Author: SK / JAK
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It has been agreed in Enfield that concerns raised about children being home educated will
be carefully assessed and will include whether a professional has recently seen the child
and the circumstances around the contact and subsequent concerns.
The local authority will provide home educating families with information regarding the
support that the EHE team can offer. This will be outlined in the EHE action plan and will
be reviewed regularly.
5.2

Primary Care Trust

School nursing is the service through which health services are delivered to all school aged
children and young people. School Nurses offer the following services;
• Support to children with SEN and complex medical needs
• Run public health initiatives and provide immunisations e.g. year 8 HPV vaccine for girls
and DPT in year 10
• Confidential advice service
• Support to parents with their children’s health
• Promote healthy lifestyle options
• Help support children in need
• General health advice
• Advice on sex education
• Advice on changes that are happening to young people’s body during puberty etc
• Referrals to counseling and mental health support services and other health specialists
• Support children and young people who want to discuss issues of concern with
someone other than members of their family
• Health needs questionnaire forms are accessible to parents of home educated children
(see appendix ii)
• The Designated Nurse will ensure the child’s GP is informed when parents decide to
home educate their child and of any subsequent changes
All the above services are accessible to home educated children from child health clinics in
their vicinity. The school nursing service will also offer a service based on the health
information leaflet and health questionnaires that families are given to complete during EHE
contact visits. This leaflet is given to the parents of all children attending school in Enfield
and it is proposed that electively home educated children should receive the same level of
health support as that of their peers.
5.3
•

5.4
•

Acute Hospitals
Acute hospitals may be told that a child/ren is being home educated and/or do not
attend school. If there are Child in Need or Child Protection concerns hospital staff will
inform the LA as per procedures.
Enfield Housing Department
Where the family is known to Housing or made known to Housing, a Housing Officer will
complete checks and place a flag on the Housing database.

Author: SK / JAK

Page 7

Date: May 2010

Enfield Safeguarding Children Board

5.5

Elective Home Education Protocol

Enfield Safeguarding Children’s Board (ESCB)

The key role of the ESCB is:
• To co-ordinate local work to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children
• To ensure the effectiveness of that work (Working Together 2013)
• Work to deliver the Every Child Matters agenda in accordance with government
guidelines
• To promote public awareness of safeguarding and child protection issues
5.5.1

Duty to notify ESCB

The EHE Team has a duty to report to the ESCB annually regarding the safeguarding
provision and all actions taken in relation to home educated children. This report will also be
sent to the National Safeguarding Delivery Unit.
In accordance with the joint protocol between adult services and ESCB, services and
agencies are expected to inform relevant children’s services of any well evidenced
concerns regarding the issues that will impact on parent’s ability to home educate children.
5.6

Education Lead Officer for Safeguarding Children and Child Protection

•

Once notified by the EHE Team of the details and address of the child being electively
home educated, the education lead officer will check the appropriate data base to see if
the case is known to social care and flag the case on the database as the child being
electively home educated.

•

The Education Lead Officer will also inform the Housing Department to enable them to
complete checks.

5.7

All Professionals
•

6.

Everyone visiting the home of a home educated child has a responsibility to report
any safeguarding concerns they may have to the ESCB (e.g., Housing Officers,
Environmental Health Officers etc.)

Reviewing this Protocol

This protocol will be reviewed annually to ensure that policies and procedures continue to
meet the needs of home educated children and their families.
This protocol will also be reviewed to reflect changes in legislation and guidance.
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Elective Home Education Notification Procedure

Parent writes to Head teacher regarding
intention to withdraw child from school

Head teacher removes child’s name from
school roll after waiting for 20 days.
Informs LA within 10 working days

A child comes into the attention of the LA as
being Home Educated. E.g. when attending
hospital

EHE Team informs Education
Lead Officer for
Safeguarding/CP.

Elective Home Education Team completes visit.
Initially after 6 weeks, and then 1/2 times per year
thereafter

Report written by Home Education
Advisory Teacher

EHE Team informs School Nursing
Service; who will send the parents
the health assessment form

Education Lead Officer to
inform Housing

Housing Department will
complete checks

The School Nursing Service
informs GP and clarifies
information. e.g. vaccinations

If there are concerns about the education, parents will
be informed
Should any professional have concerns about a child’s safety at any point during the above process, the London Child Protection
Procedures should be followed.
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Glossary

SCS

Schools and Children’s Services

ECM

Every Child Matters

EHE

Elective Home Education

ESCB

Enfield Safeguarding Children Board

ESO

Education Supervision Order

EWS

Education Welfare Service

LA

Local Authority

SEN

Special Educational Needs

UNCRC

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
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More Information and Resources

Useful contacts

Local Authority Teams
Elective Home Education Team
D Block, Civic Centre
Tel: 020 8379 5501
SEN Service
Head of Special Needs and Transport
6th Floor, Civic Centre
Tel: 020 8379 3300
Referral & Assessment Team,
Charles Babbage House
Tel: 020 8379 2507
Safeguarding Children and Quality Assurance service
2nd Floor Charles Babbage House
Tel: 020 8379 2850
Enfield NHS
Specialist Nurse
Enfield Community Services
Tel: 0208 375 8787
020 8379 5246
School Nursing Service
Highlands Health centre,
Florey Square, N21 1UJ
Tel: 020 8364 2377
Enfield Safeguarding Children Board
2nd

Floor, Charles Babbage House
Tel: 020 8379 2767
Email: local.safeguarding.children.board@enfield.gov.uk
Website: www.enfieldlscb.org
B.

Links to useful websites

Advisory Centre for Education (ACE)
ACE offers information on all aspects of the maintained education service
AQA – Awarding Body
A popular examination board with home educators.
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British Dyslexia Association
Advice, support and local groups
Bullying Online
This charity is part of the National Grid for Learning and is currently being funded by the
DCSF
Bully Online
Another site devoted to bullying and related issues
Coventry & Warwickshire Dyspraxia Society
Providing assistance for Dyspraxia sufferers and their families
Edexcel International
IGCSE exam specifications and other related information
Education Otherwise
An informal network of support for home educators
Human Scale Education
A charity which promotes and advises on small schools and other initiatives which
support human scale values in education
Kidscape
Advice on child protection issues
National Association for Gifted Children
Help and advice for families with gifted children; local clubs and publications
National Curriculum
The curriculum online for families who choose to use the National Curriculum as a
framework for their children’s education
National Extension College (NEC)
Correspondence courses for GCSE, A level and other examinations. Discount to HEAS
subscribers
National Grid for Learning
Government web-based education resource
Parents in Touch
An education and information site for parents
Open Learning International
Open and distance learning courses in GCSE, IGCSE, and A level
Oxford Home Schooling
GCSE and A level courses by distance learning to home schoolers between the ages of
13-18. Discount to HEAS subscribers
Wiseowl Software
Educational software supplier
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World-wide Education Service (WES)
Structured courses for children aged 3-12; tutorial support
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Health Assessment Questionnaire

CONFIDENTIAL
SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE
PARENT PARTICIPATION QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Parent / Carer
All school-aged children in Enfield have the opportunity to access the school nursing
service, even if they do not attend school.
Please complete this questionnaire and return to the School Nurse in the addressed
envelope provided.
The school nurse can be contacted on the above number if you have any queries or
concerns, now or in the future, about your child’s health or development.
The School Nurse may consult your child’s teacher about any health issues, which may
affect their education.
The School Nurse may also consult your child’s GP about any health issues, following
discussion with you.
A Health Needs Interview may be offered to you and your child to discuss any concerns.
Any information we receive will be held in confidence, but may be shared if it is in the best
interest of your child.
1.

SURNAME OF CHILD…………………………………………………………………
FIRST NAME…………………………………………………BOY (

) GIRL (

)

DATE OF BIRTH…………………………NHS NUMBER………………………
HOME ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED AT THIS ADDRESS:
2.

FULL NAME OF PARENT
(Please Print)

(1)………………………………………………
(2)……………………………………………

Home Phone No: Work Phone No: (1)…………………….…

Author: SK / JAK
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(2)………………………….....

Is there another family name that records may be held under?
If yes, please state…………………………………………………………………
3a.

Name of Family Doctor (G.P.)……………………………………………………
Address of GP………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………..

3b.

If you have previously lived outside the Borough of Enfield, we may not have your
child’s Health Records. The following information will assist us to request them from
the appropriate Health Authority.
Previous Address…………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Name and Address of last G.P……………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Name and Address of Child Health Clinic Attended…………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Name and Address of Previous Schools………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

4.

Does your child have any special health needs which you feel could affect his/her
education?
Yes
No
If yes, please explain: ………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

5.

Do you have any concerns about your child’s health that you wish to discuss with
the School Nurse?
For example, Vision, Hearing, Speech and Language, Growth, Bed wetting, Soiling,
Clumsiness, Behaviour.
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If yes, please give details:
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
6a.

Has your child had the pre-school booster?
Yes

No

Please give dates: …………………………………………………………………
If your child has not completed their primary immunisations and you wish them to do
so, please contact your GP or practice number and discuss it with them.
6b.

Has your child had a BCG (Tuberculosis) vaccination?
Yes

No

If no, please state the country of origin of:
Your child………………………………………………………………….
His/Her parents…………………………………………………………….
His/Her grandparents………………………………………………………
7.

Does your child have any of the following conditions?
Asthma

Eczema

Epilepsy

Diabetes

Migraine

Allergies

Any other condition

- Please Specify ……………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
8a.

Has your child attended any hospital or clinic for treatment or review?
If yes, please give details below:

Date

Author: SK / JAK

Name of Hospital or Reason for Admission or Date
of
next
Clinic
Attendance
appointment
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8b.

Elective Home Education Protocol

Is your child having any regular medication or treatment?
Yes

No

If yes, please write down any tablets, capsules, medicines or injections your child is
taking:
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

I the Parent/Adult with parental responsibility, give my consent for my child to be seen for a
Health check. I understand that the school nurse may need to share identifiable information
about my child with other people involved in my child’s care, in order to provide the best
treatment.
Please print name……………………………………………………………………………
State relationship………………………………………………………………………………
Signed………………………………………………………
Date…………………………………………..
Do you require an interpreter?

Yes

No

If yes, which language? ……………………………………………………………………
Thank you for your co-operation in completing the questionnaire.

DATA PROTECTION ACT
You may be receiving care from the NHS and other agencies. So that we can all work
together for your benefit, we may need to share information about you. The Data Protection
Act 1998 requires us to advise you that your information will be held on computer. We only
ever pass on information about you if people have a genuine need for it. The sharing of
some types of very sensitive personal information is strictly controlled by law. Anyone who
receives information from us is also under a legal duty to keep it confidential.
Author: SK / JAK
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